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in an outbreak at Reval (Tallinn), but which was successfully
dealt with by the Estonian Government. This showed the danger
to which these States were exposed in common, and the question
of their security was discussed at the conference; however, they
saw the answer, not in a regional league, but in the realization of
the principles of the Geneva Protocol (which had not yet been
killed by the opposition of England). The four States represented—
Poland, Finland, Latvia and Estonia, Lithuania being again an
absentee—signed a treaty of conciliation and arbitration; they
agreed on the usefulness of acting together in all questions relating
to security that might arise in international conferences.
POLISH CONCORDAT WITH THE VATICAN
A special feature of Poland's foreign policy was the conclusion
of a concordat with the Holy See, signed at Rome on February 10,
1925. It was facilitated by the fact that the Pontiff, Pius XI, had
been Nuncio at Warsaw, and was well acquainted with Poland.
The great mass of the Polish people were Roman Catholic. The con-
cordat gave the Church the fullest liberty; the State guaranteed to
the Church the free exercise of the spiritual power, as well as the
unfettered administration of its affairs and property in accordance
with the canon law. It had the right to supervise religious instruc-
tion in the schools, and in return it agreed to submit its landed
property to the agrarian reform—a matter which had been in
dispute.
Like similar concordats made with the new States, the Polish
concordat contained two points of national importance: one was
that the names of archbishops and bishops about to be appointed
by the Holy See in Poland should be submitted to the President
of Poland to discover whether he had any political objection to
them; and the other was that Polish dioceses were to lie entirely
within the Polish frontiers. Thus, Silesia, where Polish, was
withdrawn from obedience to the see of Breslau, and similarly
the Kresy from obedience to Mohileff. The Holy See recognized
Vilna and district as an integral part of Poland—to the great
indignation and discontent of Lithuania, The Seym ratified the
concordat on March 27, 1925.

